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How a course in II'T Gandhinagar is attempting to conserve
our national heritage

http://www.ibnlive.com/news/buzz/how-a-course-in-iit-gandhinagar-is-attempting-to-conserve-our-national-
heritage-1165431.html

Tired of seeing ‘Raju loves Pinky’ etched on the walls of our monuments? In a country as historically rich as
we’, there isn’t a heritage conservation process in place till date. But that might be about to change with
Gujarat’s Adalaj ni vav becoming the country’s first heritage site to get attention from a group of faculty,
students and experts from none other than an I1T.

In a bid to give a push to the conservation of heritage and culture, Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar
(IIT-Gn) is set to offer the first of its kind course in the country on creating 3D digital models. The ten-day
course called “3D Digitization for Cultural Heritage” will focus on methods and tools of 3D digitization and its
application in heritage conservation will begin with Adalaj, which is a five-storey stepwell built by Queen
Rudabai in 1499. It is one of the finest examples of Indo-Islamic architecture.

The course, which is a part of the MHRD Scheme on Global Initiative on Academic Network (GIAN), is one of
the first few such courses to be approved. The first batch begins on November 30, 2015 and the institute is still
taking applications.

“In India, there is no awareness on conservation of heritage sites. Further, one can see how groups like the ISIS
are destroying ancient monuments and heritage sites across the world. It is a critical time to begin conservation
studies and technologies towards preservation,” said Prof Shanmuganathan Raman, IIT-Gn faculty and
coordinator of the course.

The course is being taught by a leading international figure in 3D digitization — Dr Marco Callieri, who has
developed an online tool for online presentation of 3D models called 3DHOP. He is also editor of the
prestigious Journal of Cultural Heritage. Under him, the participants will learn about 3D scanning technologies
currently used in the field of cultural heritage. “We are aiming at developing indigenous technology to conserve
India’s heritage sites in the long run,” said Raman.

While 3D digitization techniques and devices have been widely used in the manufacturing industry, nowadays,
the technique has become an essential tool in the conservation, restoration and presentation of cultural heritage
as well. The institute has already asked ASI to be able to work on Adalaj during the practical part of the course.
Other heritage sites will be soon added to the list.

The intensive, 30 hours course is attracting applicants from engineering, research, manufacturing, service and
government organizations as well as students of BTech, MSc, MTech or PhD and faculty from various
institutes.
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